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PLANNING FORRIGOROUS CURRICULUM 

DESIGN

WELCOME TO DAY 2



Shared Reading: Is Your School 

Literate?



culture of learning

high expectations

authentic assessment

multiple measures of achievement

purposeful, frequent reading and 

writing

collaboration among students and 

adults

multiple opportunities for success



Where can you take it 

up a notch?



Think About…

uEngaging readers deeply, especially in 

books of their choosing

uBoosting vocabulary for all students –

even those who are performing well

uProviding authentic opportunities for 

students to speak and present 



Engaging Readers



Three Things To Keep in Mind

1. Abundant access to compelling 

books

2. Appealing choice of materials

3. Copious amounts of time to read



Key Points

uChoice is an integral part of literate behavior

uStudents must have access to a wide array of 

text

uStudents need ample time to share from and 

discuss their reading

S. Zemelman, H. Daniels & A. Hyde





The Six T’s of Reading 

Instruction 

uTime

uTexts

uTeach

uTalk

uTasks

uTest R. Allington



Recommendations

uRigorous, engaging texts –not just excerpts

uWith classmates

uIndependently

uLiterature circles

uBook talks

uTech tool: Listenwise.com



Boosting Vocabulary



Key Points

uA robust vocabulary supports all learning

uVocabulary is tied to reading comprehension

uStudents with broad vocabularies read more 

and have a higher chance of learning new 

words incidentally

uBoth receptive and expressive vocabulary 

must be addressed



Available from 

Solution Tree, Amazon, 

and other major 

retailers

Email me for a free 

excerpt



The Blended 

Vocabulary

Instructional 

Framework



Recommendations

uRigorous, engaging texts –not just excerpts

uWith classmates

uIndependently

uLiterature circles

uBook talks

uTech tool: Listenwise.com



Tech Tools

Freerice.com





Vocabador.com

Great for teens 

and preteens



Providing Authentic 

Opportunities for Students 

To Speak and Present 



Student Talk

uTeachers generally out talk the class at a 

3:1 ratio ( Goodlad; Hattie)

uVery few higher -order/open response 

questions asked



Why Don’t Teachers Teach 

Speaking?
uIt’s not on the high-stakes test.

uWe think students already know how to speak well.

uWe may not know what materials to use.

uWe don’t know how to teach it.

uWe may be uncomfortable with public speaking 

ourselves.



One Teacher’s Perspective

uSee the link to a blog entry by Pernille

Ripp noted on the handout. 



In-Class Presentations

uNote-taking

uCurating/gathering 

information

uPresenting to peers

uCreating 

interactive objects 

and displays



Recommended Digital Tools

uPresenting to classmates: Prezi, Emaze

uCreating interactive objects and 

displays: ThingLink



Where Can You Take It Up a Notch?

uDo you have a literacy 

leadership team? If so, 

what do they do?

uAre your classroom and 

school environments 

literacy -rich?

uHow often are students 

reading books of choice? 

How is this monitored?

uWhat vocabulary 

learning strategies are 

used by a majority of 

teachers?

uHow many 

opportunities do 

students have to 

present material they 

are passionate about?



Questions


