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Shared Reading: Is Your School
Literate?




culture of learning
high expectations

authentic assessment

multiple measures of achievement

multiple opportunities for success

collaboration among students and
adults

purposeful, frequent reading and
writing



Where can you take it
up a notch?



Thi nk About

u Engaging readers deeply, especially In
books of their choosing

u Boosting vocabulary for all students —
even those who are performing well

u Providing authentic opportunities for
students to speak and present



Engaging Readers




Three Things To Keep in Mind

1. Abundant access to compelling
books

2. Appealing choice of materials

3. Copious amounts of time to read




Key Points

u Choice Is an integral part of literate behavior

u Students must have access to a wide array of
text

u Students need ample time to share from and
discuss their reading

S. Zemelman, H. Daniels & A. Hyde
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The Rarity of Engaged Reading

Picture a classroom full of youngsters. They could be darling, chubby-cheeked kindergartners or
swaggering, confident high school seniors — or anything in between. Can you see them?

Mow, picture this class engrossed in reading.

What does being engrossed in reading look like? What does it sound like? What evidence exists
that true, engaged reading is taking place?

In my visualization, | see a room full of freshmen — my classroom of yesteryear. There are five or
six students lounging in the reading area, reclining on the sofa or stretched out on floor pillows. A
dozen or so students are at their desks with their noses buried in books, their deskiops strewn
with pencils, highlighters, and sticky notes. A group of four girls sits cross-legged near the
doorway, each with their own copy of a provocative young adult novel, whispering about what has
happened and what might happen next. They've chosen to read the book together and push each
other to meet their self-imposed schedule for discussion. Along the sides of the room, near a
couple of electrical outlets, are students sitting alene, with headphones, listening to audichooks.
One is lying on his back, staring up at the ceiling. The other is lying on his side, following along in
a hard copy of the book, often stopping, rewinding, and carefully replaying the audio, following the
text with his index finger. And there | am — | can see myself near the front of the room, sitting in
one chair with my feet propped up in ancther, devouring some current nenfiction, glaring at any
student who dare interrupt my concentration or the concentration of a classmate.

When is the last time you saw a classroom like I've described, not just in your head, but in
reality?




The Si x T's of
Instruction

u Time

u Texts

u Teach

u Talk

u Tasks

u Test R. Allington




Recommendations

u Rigorous, engaging texts —not just excerpts

u With classmates [
u Independently .[[.T
u Literature circles |

u Book talks
u Tech tool: Listenwise.com




Boosting Vocabulary




Key Points

u A robust vocabulary supports all learning
u Vocabulary is tied to reading comprehension

u Students with broad vocabularies read more
and have a higher chance of learning new
words incidentally

u Both receptive and expressive vocabulary
must be addressed
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The Blended
Vocabulary
Instructional
Framework

Model robust

and proven
word-leaming
strategies.

Provide for
incidental

vocabulary
learning.




Recommendations

u Rigorous, engaging texts —not just excerpts

u With classmates r |
u Independently .I—r
u Literature circles

u Book talks
u Tech tool: Listenwise.com



Tech Tools
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Who loves Vocabulary.com?

Students.

Whether you're studying to ace
tomorrow’s quiz, prepping for the
SAT, or looking to speak and write
more eloquently, Vocabulary.com
can help.

“I took the PSAT on Wednesday and the
vocabulary section was a breeze. Keep doing

what you do, your website has helped me so
much!”

—High School Student, Lewistown, PA

We hope you love Vocabulary.com too.

Fducators.

Give your students the ability to
attack the texts they encounter in the
classroom, and the gift of a
vocabulary that will open doors for a

lifetime. Learn more.

“Vocabulary.com is everything that I've
always wanted: it engages my students, it is
dynamic, it leads to understanding by
explaining word definitions, it champions
retention by constantly revisiting words, and,
perhaps most importantly, its fun. ”

—Middle School Teacher, Rochester, NY

Everyone.

You don't have to be in school to use
Vocabulary.com. Millions of people

play, learn new words, and compete

on our leaderboards just for fun.

“It's time to ditch Candy Crush for something
that makes you sound smarter instead of
dumber.”

—Fast Company Magazine

Sign up, it's free.




Vocabador.com

Great for teens
and preteens
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Providing Authentic
Opportunities for Students
To Speak and Present



Student Talk

u Teachers generally out talk the class at a
3:1 ratio ( Goodlad; Hattie)

u Very few higher -order/open response
guestions asked




Why Don’t Tea
Speaking?

ul t’s not -stakestebt.e hi gh
u We think students already know how to speak well.
u We may not know what materials to use.

uWe don’t know how to te

u We may be uncomfortable with public speaking
ourselves.



One Teacher'’s P

u See the link to a blog entry by Pernille
Ripp noted on the handout.



In-Class Presentations

u Note-taking u Presenting to peers

u Curating/gathering u Creating
information Interactive objects
and displays



Recommended Digital Tools

u Presenting to classmates: Prezi, Emaze

u Creating interactive objects and
displays: ThingLink



Where Can You Take It Up a Notch?

u Do you have a literacy
leadership team? If so,
what do they do?

u Are your classroom and
school environments u
literacy -rich?

u How often are students
reading books of choice?
How Is this monitored?

u What vocabulary

\

learning strategies are
used by a majority of
teachers?

How many
opportunities do
students have to
present material they
are passionate about?



Questions




