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ΨLŦ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ŀǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ 
taking part in the creative 

process of composing, they 
arguably will be in a stronger 

position to develop the 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦΩ

(Cremin, 2006)
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ÅParticipate in the process 
of creative writing and 

strengthen practice 

ÅLay the foundations of a 
ΨŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǾƻƛŎŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜ-

cursor to writing
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A creative teacher

ΨŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΩΥ 

a child centered pedagogy

Å Children achieve understanding when actively 
experimenting (Pollard, 2005)

Å Learning can be aside from teaching (Pollard, 
2005) 

Å /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ΨLƴǘŜǊǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ όмффсύ ōƻǘƘ 
confirm group discussion is a way of creating 
knowledge, not just affirmingAshleigh Thompson



By participating in the creative 
process with children, teachers 
gain knowledgeand experience
that strengthens and informs 

our practice.
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As teachers we often make 
children share their writing.

If I asked you to creatively 
write a page now and share 
it, how would that make you 

feel?
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Grainger (2015) discusses 
how children need to see 
their teacher in the same 
position as themselves.
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Ψ!ǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ 
ƻŦ ΨƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎŀƭ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΩΦ

Writing a lesson plan and regurgitating 
it in front of the children, pre-occupied 

with ensuring the children were 
reminded of the technicalities. 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻǊ 
learning to make mistakes. 
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Do children produce 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨōŜǎǘΩ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

one draft, neatly 
presented in response to 

a prompt?
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Taking part in the 
creative process 

strengthens practice but 
how is this possible with 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ 

pencil yet? 
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Do we promote or give 
children the opportunity to 

write for pleasure in the 
same way as we do to read 

for pleasure?
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[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΗ

Practical ideas for use with 
children and teachers.
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