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Raising the Quality of Arabic and Islamic 
Education in UAE Schools

A Qualitative Analyses of the School Inspection Reports 
from schools in Dubai and Abu Dhabi (including Al Ain 
City and Western Region) in 2015/ 2016 in regards of the 
subjects Islamic education, Arabic as a first language and 
Arabic as an additional language
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Introduction
Á ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΦέ UAE Vision 2021

Á The number of student seats in the private sector was recorded at over 269,700 in 2013, which is expected to increase to 315,500in 2017, recording a CAGR of 
5.5%, to reach a total of 360,000 seats by 2020, in accordance with the strategy set by KHDA. (Dubai Education Overview, Growth Potential in a Competitive 
Environment, Colliers International MENA, 2014)

Á The UAE School Inspection Framework is based on comprehensive performance standards that define the essential aspects of a quality education.

The six levels scale of quality rating

United Arab Emirates - School Inspection Framework 2015-2016
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The 2015 ς2016 Private Schools Inspection Results
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Dubai and Abu Dhabi Schools inspection reports 2015-2016 by Rating
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Problem

Ç a gap between the ratings for the subjects Islamic education, Arabic as a first language and 

Arabic as an additional language where we see mostly Acceptable to Good ratings compared 

to other subjects like English, Mathematics and Science where the ratings are Very Good to 

Outstanding.

Ç There is not one single school from all currently published reports that has at least one 

άhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ά±ŜǊȅ DƻƻŘέ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎΦ 

Ç Improving of teaching of Arabic was frequently mentioned in the recommendations of the 
school inspectors. There were also several mentions of recommendations to improve Islamic 
Education. 
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Outstanding rated schools ςcomparing Islamic and Arabic Education and the other subjects

School Name Curriculum
KHDA Overall 2015/2016 

Rating
Islamic education Arabic as a first language

Arabic as an additional 

language
English Mathematics Science

1 Dubai College UK Outstanding Acceptable - Good Weak - Acceptable Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

2
5ǳōŀƛ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ς 

branch
UK Outstanding Good Acceptable Acceptable Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

3 Dubai International Academy IB Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding Good - Outstanding

4 Gems Dubai American Academy US/IB Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

5 Gems Jumeirah Primary School UK Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable Acceptable - Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

6 Gems Modern Academy Indian Outstanding Good N/A Acceptable - Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

7 Gems Royal Dubai School UK Outstanding Good Acceptable - Good Good Good - Outstanding Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding

8 Gems Wellington International School UK/IB Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable Acceptable - Good Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding Outstanding

9 Jumeirah College UK Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable Outstanding Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding

10 Jumeirah English Speaking School UK Outstanding Good Acceptable - Good Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

11 Jumeirah English Speaking School (Br) UK/IB Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

12 Kings School Dubai UK Outstanding Good Acceptable Acceptable - Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

13
Lycee Francais International Georges 

Pompidou Primary Oud Metha
French Outstanding N/A N/A N/A Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

14
Lycee Francais International Georges 

Pompidou School (Dubai Branch)
French Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

15 Repton School FZ-LLC UK/IB Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding

16 The Indian High School Indian Outstanding Good N/A Acceptable - Good Very Good - Outstanding Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding

School Name Curriculum
ADEC Overall 2015/2016 

Rating
Islamic education Arabic as a first language

Arabic as an additional  

language
English Mathematics Science

1 Al Bateen Secondary Al Mushrif Private School UK Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Good Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding

2 Al Muna Primary School UK Outstanding Good - Very Good Good Good - Very Good Outstanding Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding

3 American Community Private School US A2 Satisfactory Satisfactory - Improving Satisfactory - Improving Very Good Very Good Very Good

4 Brighton College, Abu Dhabi UK A2 Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding

5 Brighton College Al Ain (Bloom Gardens) UK Outstanding Detailed report not available

6 Raha International Private School IB Outstanding Acceptable Good - Very Good Very Good Outstanding Acceptable - Very Good Very Good - Outstanding

bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅΧetcand attainment and progress
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The Importance of Islamic and Arabic Education

The10 Initiatives of the Ministry of Education2010ς2020

The Ministry of Education has developed textbooks and teaching material for Islamic and Arabic subjects that will 

focus on both national identity and community integration.
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²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ΧΚΚΗΗ

ςwhat are schools doing well in Islamic Education

Á wŜŎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƛǘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ vǳǊΩŀƴ 

Á Understanding: Students understand Islamic values, the heritage and the life in the UAE

Á Application: Students are able to relate Islamic concepts to their real life

- what are schools doing well in Arabic Education?

Á Listening: Students are able to listen and understand Arabic text

Á Reading and writing: Students are able to read Arabic text and have a clear, legible handwriting. 

Á Independent writing and speaking skills: Students are able to answer questions and construct 
independent narratives 

× Overall the progress was valued higher than the attainment. In the inspection reports we often find the 
comparison to previous inspections. Even if the overall achievement was lower than expected for 
students at a certain grade, the inspectors attributed the progress a high value, that shows they 
appreciate the schools effort to improve their teaching. 
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The Problem

Among all taught subjects Islamic and Arabic education have 

the lowest ratings for all evaluated schools. Why are Arabic and 

Islamic Education the weakest subjects?  And what needs to be 

done by the schools to improve their ratings?

Think of a Solution
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The Solution

Develop strategies, training, initiatives, extracurricular 

activities, teaching methodologies etcΧ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

teaching of Arabic language as first language and additional 

ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ 

Islamic Education. 
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Brain Storming ςGroup Discussion

× Why are Islamic and Arabic Education important for K12 students in the UAE?

× Why are Islamic and Arabic Education the weakest subjects in inspection reports compared 

to other subjects when at the same time they are so critical to the national agenda?

× What are the key challenges schools face in improving the quality of Islamic and Arabic 

Education in the UAE?

× What are the key solutions being proposed to improve the subjects?



11 September 17, 2017

Key Challenges and Solutions in Improving Islamic and Arabic Education in the 
UAE ςYour Point of View

- Pillars to be discussed:

Á The Leadership

Á The Teachers

Á The Students

Á The Curriculum

Á The Subjects

Á The Society and the Parents
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Solutions
Levels Challenge Solution

Understanding
Explaining the importance of the subjects, by inspectors during inspections or in experience exchange 

with other schools, or internal meetings..etc..

Attitude
Leadership has to be aware, or be made aware that they have to live this attitude to show the 

importance of the subject, so others will follow their example

Actions [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΧŜǘŎΧ

Subject knowledge Asses the teacher's subject knowledge if needed by external assessors

Pedagogic skills
Train the teacher! Workshops and lecturers for teachers to learn how to teach, how to transfer 

knowledge efficiently to make lessens more appealing for students

Monitoring
Following up to monitor the results of training with the teachers and also with students to measure 

their progress

Motivation
Leadership to motivate teachers to thrive to achieve and exceed their targets through praise, 

constructive feedback, appropriate remuneration

Students Individual needs
Teachers have to adjust to students' individual needs when teaching and utilize techniques to involve 

and engage the students, encourage critical thinking and innovation

Curriculum Outdated Encourage students to be creative, relate teaching to real life experience

Difficulty Encourage students to practive by participating in interesting initiatives with attractive rewards

Time Asign tasks that require practicing Arabic outside the school and class hours. 

Society/ parents
Misunderstanding of new 

teaching methodologies

Involve and educate the parents about new teaching methodologies, exchange experience with other 

schools to keep constantly updated about potential solutions and success stories that can be applied

Leadership

Teachers

Subjects

Islamic and Arabic Education
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The ideal school that will achieve high ratings in Arabic and Islamic education

How does it look like??!! 
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- The leadership is aware of the importance of these subjects for students learning and living in the UAE. The 
leadership will encourage and support initiatives and will allocate budget to support the teaching. The 
leadership will initiate training for the teachers and constant monitoring of the teachers and students 
achievements. The leadership will encourage and motivate by praising and incentivizing good work.

- The teachers are motivated and enthusiastic to share their knowledge with the students. Especially the 
Islamic Education teachers see their teaching as a mission, not just to transfer knowledge, but to encourage 
students to become better people. The teachers are combining traditional teaching with modern 
methodologies and materials and constantly keeping the students engaged, taking in account their individual 
needs and being able to foster critical thinking and innovation. 

- The students are curious, engaged, motivated. They are thriving to accumulate new knowledge, actively 
seeking information and developing critical thinking. The students are taking part in extracurricular activities, 
they are respectful and polite and applying the teachings of the Holy Quran and Islamic principles to their 
daily life.  
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- Based on the traditional curriculum the school develops a new version, incorporating the newest trends in 
teaching methodologies to make the classes more interesting and more engaging and assure the 
participation of the students as seekers of new information, not just receivers. 

- The difficulty of the subjects will be overcome by making classes more interesting and more engaging and 
encouraging students to relate the lessons to real life situations where they can apply what they have 
learned in school

-¢ƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΧŜǘŎΦΦ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǳǘƳƻǎǘ 
importance and the school and leadership has understood this and is organizing meetings and initiatives to 
involve and educate parents about new methodologies and extracurricular activities and to exchange 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
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Engage Students to Boost 
Achievement
ADUKG Promise
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APPENDIX 

About Knowledge Group
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Our Timeline



19 September 17, 2017



20 September 17, 2017

Our Clients
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