A Qualitative Analyses of the School Inspection Reports
from schools in Dubai and Abu Dhabi (including Al Ain
City and Western Region) in 2015/ 2016 in regards of the
subjects Islamic education, Arabic as a first language and
Arabic as an additional language

A

wjlen]l dcgnao

Knowledge Group

Agile Knowledge.



Introduction
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The number of student seats in the private sector was recorded at over 269,700 in 2013, which is expected to increas@tim 28,7, recording a CAGR of

5.5%, to reach a total of 360,000 seats by 2020, in accordance with the strategy set hy([BiiarEducation Overview, Growth Potential in a Competitive
Environment, Colliers International MENA, 2014)

The UAE School Inspection Framework is based on comprehensive performance standards that define the essential aspaityseafueagion.

The six levels scale of quality rating

Quality of performance substantially exceeds the

Rl I o ctation of the UAE

Quality of performance exceeds the expectation of the
UAE
Quality of performance meets the expectation of the UAE

(This is the expected level for every school in the UAE)

Quality of performance meets the minimum level of
quality required in the UAE

(This is the minimum level for every school in the UAE)

Acceptable

Quality of performance is below the expectation of the UAE

United Arab Emirates - School Inspection Framework 2015-2016

Quality of performance is significantly below the
expectation of the UAE

Very Weak
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The 2015c 2016 Private Schools Inspection Results

Dubai and Abu Dhabi Schools inspection reports 2015-2016 by Rating

Abu Dhabi Schools Inspections Results
20152016

Dubai Schools Inspections Results
20152016

m Outstanding
m Outstanding
m Very Good
m Very Good
Good
Good

Acceptable
Acceptable

Weak
Weak
m Very Weak
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Problem

a gap between the ratings for the subjects Islamic education, Arabic as a first language an
Arabic as an additional language where we see mostly Acceptable to Good ratings compatr
to other subjects like English, Mathematics and Science where the ratings are Very Good t
Outstanding

There is not one single school from all currently published reports that has at least one
GhdziadF yRAYIES GKSNB FFNB OSNE FSg a+SNE

Improving of teaching of Arabic was frequently mentioned in the recommendations of the
school inspectors. There were also several mentions of recommendations to improve Islan
Education.
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Outstanding rated schoolg comparing Islamic and Arabic Education and the other subjects

KHDA Overall 2015/201

Arabic as an additional

School Name Curriculum Rating Islamic education Arabic as a first language language English Mathematics Science
1 |Dubai College UK Outstanding Acceptable - Good _ Good
2 Er:rfghr A 9Yy3tAEK {LSH1AYS thNJ\ gt a éOutczgtgntdilggg 3Is ¢ Good Acceptable Acceptable
3 |Dubai International Academy 1B Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding Good - Outstanding
4 |Gems Dubai American Academy us/iB Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good
5 |Gems Jumeirah Primary School UK Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable Acceptable - Good
6 |Gems Modern Academy Indian Outstanding Good N/A Acceptable - Good
7 |Gems Royal Dubai School UK Outstanding Good Acceptable - Good Good Good - Outstanding Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding
8 |Gems Wellington International School UK/1B Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable Acceptable - Good Very Good - Outstanding
9 [Jumeirah College UK Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable
10 |Jumeirah English Speaking School UK Outstanding Good Acceptable - Good Good
11 |Jumeirah English Speaking School (Br) UK/IB Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good
12 |Kings School Dubai UK Outstanding Good Acceptable Acceptable - Good
13 I;);cr:;g;in;:i;;r:;ecr)nuzjioMneatIhSeorges French Outstanding N/A N/A N/A
14 Il;);cr:;dF;e:‘n;iLsolg}t((eér:‘eg;ci)r;;(j;;rges French Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good
15 |Repton School FZ-LLC UK/1B Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding
16 |The Indian High School Indian Outstanding Good N/A Acceptable - Good Very Good - Outstandin_ Very Good - Outstanding
School Name Curriculum ADEC O;:;:]I;ZOlS/ZOJ Islamic education Arabic as a first language Arabiclzf];:aegm;ditional English Mathematics Science
1 |Al Bateen Secondary Al Mushrif Private School UK Outstanding Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Good Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding Very Good - Outstanding
2 |Al Muna Primary School UK Outstanding Good - Very Good Good Good - Very Good _ Very Good - Outstanding
3 |American Community Private School us A2 Satisfactory Satisfactory - Improving Satisfactory - Improving Very Good Very Good Very Good
4 |Brighton College, Abu Dhabi UK A2 Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good Acceptable - Good _
5 |Brighton College Al Ain (Bloom Gardens) UK Outstanding Detailed report not available
6 |Raha International Private School 1B Outstanding Acceptable Good - Very Good Very Good _ Acceptable - Very Good Very Good - Outstanding
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The Importance of Islamic and Arabic Education

ThelO Initiatives of the Ministry of Education2010¢ 2020

Ministry of Education Strategy
2070 — 2020

10 strategic objectives

Ensure high quality curriculum is in place so that students are best prepared for the knowledge
Student economy
Outcomes €)) Ensure all students receive excellent teaching from all education staff
Student o Develop primary and secondary education across the UAE and minimize drop outs
S(it-lilfc;cll o Ensure excellent learning environment and tools, to ensure that students needs are met
Install a harmonized assessment on federal level and ensure that students with special needs
Student receive extra and individualized support to integrate them into the educational system
Equality ) Ensure an affordable. high quality standard of Public and Private education is accessible to all
students
Student o Promote National ldentity and develop the sense of belonging of students
Citizens o Foster the society’s direct contribution to the school environment
Administrative oEnsure that all support services in Zones are conducted in a timely and efficient way
Effectiveness @,Ensure that all support services in the Ministry are conducted in a timely and efficient way

The Ministry of Education has developed textbooks and teaching material for Islamic and Arabic subjects that will
focus on both national identity and community integration.
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¢ what are schools doing well in Islamiducation
WSOAUGFGA2YY {GdzZRSyGa IINB FofS (42 NBOAOGS OSNAS:
Understanding: Students understand Islamic values, the heritage and the life in the UAE
Application: Students are able to relate Islamic concepts to their real life

- what are schools doing well in Arabic Educati®n
Listening: Students are able to listen and understand Arabic text
Reading and writing: Students are able to read Arabic text and have a clear, legible handwriting.

Independent writing and speaking skills: Students are able to answer questions and construct
independent narratives

Overallthe progress was valued higher than the attainment. In the inspection reports we often find the
comparison to previous inspections. Even if the overall achievement was lower than expected for
students at a certain grade, the inspectors attributed the progress a high value, that shows they
appreciate the schools effort to improve their teaching.
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Think of a Solution

TheProblem
Among all taught subjects Islamic and Arabic education have
the lowest ratings for all evaluated schools. Why are Arabic and
Islamic Education the weakest subjects? And what needs to be

done by the schools to improve their ratings?
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TheSolution
Develop strategies, training, initiatives, extracurricular
activities, teaching methodologiestcX 2 A YLINR @S (G KS
teaching of Arabic language as first language and additional
fly3adza 3S YR (0KS a0dzRSydaQ I OKAS@S

Islamic Education.
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Brain Stormingg Group Discussion

Why are Islamic and Arabic Education important for K12 students in the UAE?

Why are Islamic and Arabic Education the weakest subjects in inspection reports compar

to other subjects when at the same time they are so critical to the national agenda?

What are the key challenges schools face in improving the quality of Islamic and Arabic

Education in the UAE?

What are thekey solutions being proposed to improve the subj@cts
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Key Challenges and Solutions in Improving Islamic and Arabic Education in tl
UAEC Your Pointof View

- Pillars to be discussed:

The Leadership
The Teachers
The Students
The Curriculum
The Subjects

The Society and the Parents
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Solutions

Levels Challenge Solution
. Explaining the importan f th jects, by in tor ring in tions or in experien X
Understanding -p aining the impo a} ce of the su.bjecs by inspectors during inspections or in experience e
with other schools, or internal meetings..etc..
. . Leadership has to be aware, or be made aware that they have to live this attitude to show the
Leadership Attitude . . . .
importance of the subject, so others will follow their example
Actions [ SFRSNEKALI Oy RSOARS Fo62dzi AYLX SYSyiday3a O
Subject knowledge Asses the teacher's subject knowledge if needed by external assessors
Pedagoaic skills Train the teacher! Workshops and lecturers for teachers to learn how to teach, how to transfer
Teachers gog knowledge efficiently to make lessens more appealing for students
Monitorin Following up to monitor the results of training with the teachers and also with students to meas
9 their progress
o Leadership to motivate teachers to thrive to achieve and exceed their targets through praise,
: . . Motivation . . .
Islamic and Arabic Education constructive feedback, appropriate remuneration
. Teachers have to adjust to students' individual needs when teaching and utilize techniques to i
Students Individual needs iy . . .
and engage the students, encourage critical thinking and innovation
Curriculum Outdated Encourage students to be creative, relate teaching to real life experience
Difficulty Encourage students to practive by participating in interesting initiatives with attractive rewards
Subjects
Time Asign tasks that require practicing Arabic outside the school and class hours.

Society/ parentg

Misunderstanding of new
teaching methodologies

Involve and educate the parents about new teaching methodologies, exchange experience wit
schools to keep constantly updated about potential solutions and success stories that can be aj
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The ideal school that will achieve high ratings in Arabic and Islamic education

How does it look like??!!
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- Theleadership is aware of the importance of these subjects for students learning and living in the UAE. T
leadership will encourage and support initiatives and will allocate budget to support the teaching. The
leadership will initiate training for the teachers and constant monitoring of the teachers and students
achievements. The leadership will encourage and motivate by praising and incentivizing good work.

- Theteachers are motivated and enthusiastic to share their knowledge with the students. Especially the
Islamic Education teachers see their teaching as a mission, not just to transfer knowledge, but to encourag
students to become better people. The teachers are combining traditional teaching with modern
methodologies and materials and constantly keeping the students engaged, taking in account their individi
needs and being able to foster critical thinking and innovation.

- Thestudents are curious, engaged, motivated. They are thriving to accumulate new knowledge, actively
seeking information and developing critical thinking. The students are taking part in extracurricular activitie
they are respectful and polite and applying the teachings of the Holy Quran and Islamic principles to their
daily life.
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- Based on the traditional curriculum the school develops a new version, incorporating the newest trends i
teaching methodologies to make the classes more interesting and more engaging and assure the
participation of the students as seekers of new information, not just receivers.

- The difficulty of the subjects will be overcome by making classes more interesting and more engaging an
encouraging students to relate the lessons to real life situations where they can apply what they have
learned in school

¢ KS AdzLLI2 NI 2F GKS LI NByda 'yR (KS a20AS0eésx 4adz
importance and the school and leadership has understood this and is organizing meetings and initiatives t
involve and educate parents about new methodologies and extracurricular activities and to exchange

AYVF2NNEFGAZ2Y GgAGK 20KSNJ) aOKz22fta (2 YdzidzaZtte o6SyS

wjlenll dcgnao

September 17, 2017 Knowledse Group



Dr. NadeemMemon
Directorof Education
Tel 971025015298
Mob 9710567785032
Email

Mr. MohamedObaidat
Directorof Busines®evelopment
Tel 971025015299
Mob 971 050 667 0014
Email
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Knowledge Group at a glance
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Key statistics

600+
ddhnioll ;8 clloc!
Regional clients

400+
2l pAllg yglollodl £L4 il

Global associates & experts

250+
wgsJaollg ygakhgoll
Staff & faculty

95%
clloc)l Lb_j
Client satisfaction

95%
clloc)y BLaiaYI
Client retention
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Operate in 19+ countries 25+ International partners Completed assessments for over More than 5 million training Trained over 150,000 people
130,000 individuals hours conducted
1 9 25 THOUSAND MILLION THOUSAND
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